Maternal thyroid status and the incidence of respiratory distress syndrome: evaluation of a proposed relationship.
In order to establish whether maternal thyroid hormones cross the placenta and produce surfactant in the fetus, possibly reducing the incidence of respiratory distress syndrome (RDD), a retrospective analysis of low-birthweight infants was undertaken. Results indicate that maternal thyroid hormones play a negligible role and that any thyroid mediation would result from fetal thyroid activity.